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Chairman’s Note
Double dip economic recession, tsunamis, riots even phone hacking, 2011 
has been a miserable year for many but not for those of us in the Hurri-
cane Class.  The joy of sailing a Hurricane at the weekend or even for the 
luckier ones during the week, makes the daily grind bearable.

The New Year looks even better for the Class culminating in the celebra-
tion of the Hurricane’s 25th anniversary at the birthplace of the Hurricane,  
Brightlingsea and combining this with our Nationals.

We have a full fi xture list already confi rmed prior to this edition of Wildth-
ing and we will kick of the season with the RYA Dinghy Show on 3-4 
March 2012 and we hope to see you there.

So avoid the economic issues and get your Hurricane ready for the new 
season ahead and get the best sailing value for money.  

Nick Moore
Chairman
Hurricane 5.9 Class Association

chairman59@hurricane59.com
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The Hurricane Class would like 
to thank our sponsors for their      

valued support of the Class
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Starcross Sailing Club
Training Day
On the last Saturday in May, fourteen 
members from the Hurricane fl eet sup-
plemented with a number of Dart sailors 
attended a training day at the club.  

The morning witnessed lots of twiddling, 
adjustment and fi ne tuning as sailors 
checked their craft against the John 
Ready bible to see how much their boat 
settings were out – in some cases, a lot! 

Information and assistance was swapped 
freely between crews, a refl ection on the 
friendliness that Hurricane sailors are 
renowned for.

Morning session boat tuning
Mid morning coffee and chocolate biscuits 
promoted more discussion, re-checking 
and dry capsizing cats in order that 
mastheads could be inspected.  Although 
the morning proved a hive of activity there 
is something therapeutic about messing 
about with boats as I’m sure we’ve all lost 
many hours just doing that.  

Following a tasty Kingsbridge pasty lunch 
the fl eet set about trialling their craft 
around a mini course without Sunday 
race pressures.  

Both Robin and Doug waxed lyrical about 
noticeable boat performance improve-
ments and the session allowed Graham 
and Jonathon a chance to try asymmetric 
hurricane sailing.

By late afternoon with boats safely stored 
away and BBQ stoked up we feasted on 
tasty home grown Jonathon special beef 
burgers washed down with wine and beer.  

The day combined exchanging multi-hull 
ideas with a social get together – a great 
success.

Thanks must go to Robin and John for 
organising this event and of the latter his 
wise words and boat setting guidance.  
And fi nally to Claire for providing the 
yummy biscuits.  
         
Claire and Doug  - Will one of you 
watch which way you’re going ?

By Nigel Hingston 
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Datchet Coaching by
John Ready

John Ready held two coaching sessions 
at Datchet this year with great success.  

The fi rst session held in March saw John 
going through boat set up and tuning for 
both two and three sail boats for Paul     
McKay, Andy Bedford, Paul Elliott  and 
Nathan Jones.

In the afternoon John jumped in a rib and 
coached alongside   the  boats getting the 
boat trim correct and practising tacking 
and jibes.

To gain boat handling skills the guys 
joined the fun race held at 2pm a real 
medley of different boats and the Chair-
man on his windsurfer.  We did our best, 
some of us even went round the course in 
the wrong direction but try as we might we 
just could not knock him off but had great 
fun trying.

During the season both Andy and Paul 
had  SX kits fi tted and John came back 
to Datchet in September to get the guys 
upto speed with the kites.   This time after 
a morning of ensuring the boats were 
tuned correctly John went out and crewed 

and helmed with each and gave some 
very good coaching on a 1 to 1 basis.

A few beers in the pub afterwards and a 
good old chat and home after a very long 
but productive day on the water.

 
A great back to basics 
session with lots of time 
spent tuning the boat up 
then one on one  time on 
the water  It was my fi rst 
time out with the SX kit 
so it was good to start as 
I mean to go on and this 
sort of help and support 
is what surely makes the 
Hurricane the only choice 
for cat  sailing  

Paul McKayPaul McKay

“

”
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Tips from John Ready

• The mainsheet and tiller 
should ALWAYS move 
together and in a compli-
mentary way, the tiller is 
lead by sheeting !!  

• Every time you go sailing 
make smooth tacking and 
leaning on the jib your 
priority ie: main IN and 
don’t PINCH!!!  This is the 
secret to trapezing super 
low and going FASTER!! 
regardless of wave height! 

Great session! The day com-
prises of race tuning in the 
morning and sailing in the 
afternoon. The boat is scru-
tinised by John. Everything 
from the alignment of the foils 
to the tension in the battens! 
It’s then out on the water 
where John sails with you as 
both helm and crew, checking 
and correcting your technique. 
I learnt a lot and that I may 
have picked up a few bad 
habits over the years!  

Andy Bedford

”

“

John Ready is more than happy to visit your club and 
carry out coaching and training both on and off the 
water.

All that John asks is a £50 donation is made  to the 
Hurricane Association per person that he coaches.   

If your interested in John coaching please feel free to 
contact John on the forum or on the following email: 
promotions59@hurricane59.com .  

John would love to meet you  and I am sure you would 
give him a warm welcome.
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Dinghy Show 2011 was a great 
success.  Record numbers of 
visitors visited the show a large 
proportion of them from Stone 

that took over various parts of the event 
particularly the area around the bar.

Ashley Machin had his boat refurbished 
by Andy Webb who did a fantastic job 
putting all the latest developments on the 
boat.  It is just a shame Ashley has not 
sailed it since - come on Ashley put the 
boat on the water.

Most people were stunned when they 
were told the boat on the stand was 17 
years old and looked good as new.  One 
guy thought we had gone into manufac-
ture again.

Your committee members set up and  
manned the stand throughout the event 
and were on hand ready to answer 
questions and explain the latest and fi nal 
developments on the boat.

“You get more 
bang for your buck 
with a Hurricane

Interest in the boat was and remains very 
high with people of all ages men and 
women expressing an interest in buying 
or crewing a Hurricane.
Throughout 2011 we have seen an 
increase in new members joining the fl eet 
around the country and whilst we have 
sadly lost one or two along the way it 
is purely for personal reasons and they 
hope to be back soon. 

Without a doubt there is no better bang 
for your buck and most people could 
hardly  believe what great value the boat 
is. 

”
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Nationals 2011

Nationals 2011

Yaverland Sailing Club 

Yaverland Sailing Club 

Isle  of W
ight

Isle  of W
ight
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The strangest  thing for Keith and I 
was fi nding ourselves leading round 

the fi rst mark in the fi rst race at our fi rst 
Hurricane Nationals - we looked at each 
other from the wires both thinking the 
same thing - I wonder how this is going 
to mess up?!!!! 

Thanks to Andy’s help the boat was 
fl ying and we had a really easy start 

and fi rst beat.

As we fl ew round the top mark we 
saw the spreader mark being towed 

across in front of us a sign of trouble to 
come (if only we had realised it) and then 
we zoomed round the wing mark and its 
spreader and were  off on starboard, kite 
up out into what we thought was more 
wind and a great lay for the downward 
leg.  

Still in shock, the boat unusually and 
ominously quiet - the uneasy  feeling 

grew as we were unable to see the gate 
marks.

Then we saw the rest of the fl eet gybe 
inside us on to port and at the same 

time saw the drifting leeward gate marks 
now far enough up wind to provide us 
with another beat back to them.

We still hadn’t twigged they were 
drifting  We had a conversation 

as to whether hurricanes are just so fast 
downwind or that the courses are kept 
small so we don’t get tired ! 

Later in Saturdays breeze we learnt 
that the fi rst is true and the second 

isn’t.

Tim Powell
11th Place and Best Placed Newcomer 2011
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Adam and Paul Charlesworth
12th Place Nationals 2011

The best bits for us were leading the fi rst race Saturday morning until the fi nal 
downwind leg.

Capsizing in the 2nd race on Saturday by over committing a gybe and throwing 
myself off the boat whilst in 5th place.

The start of the last race where everyone was line shy and with 10 seconds to go 
we rudely bore away from the committee boat down the line in front of the whole 

fl eet. 
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East Coast Piers Race

61 boats turned out for this 
years East Coast Piers and 
Colne Point race in July in aid 
of the Cirdan Trust.

Saturdays’ race was made more inter-
esting with the combination of a low 

tide and other races involving barges and 
cruisers. There were a few close calls and 
one catamaran got itself caught up on the 
bow sprit of a barge. 

Sunday - Race Day. Despite the later 
start time of 9.30am this year the site 

was woken as usual at 6.30am to the 
wonderful sound of Neil Diamonds’ Sweet 
Caroline, it wouldn’t be ECPR without it.

Catamarans of all shapes and sizes 
started the long distance race and 

headed up towards the Bradwell gate.
Once through the gate and heading to 
Colne Point the wind stopped for an ex-
cruciating hour while we waited to see if 
the sea breeze was going to kick in. 

Eventually the wind fi lled in from the 
South, and Stingray watched Thun-

derbird 1 take off twin wiring with the kite 
up over taking and leaving us for dead.  
All we could do was sit and wait for the 
wind to spread across the mouth of the 
river.

At last the sea breeze reached us 
and we were  trapezing in a  force 3 

breeze determined to catch up and we 
did.  From here it was a steady ride up to 
Clacton where the full East Coast Piers 
Race was turned early.

The wind held until back into the river 
at the Bradwell gate, but then stopped 

again and the competitors crept the re-
maining distance over the fi nish line, just 
off Marconi Sailing Club.

First back were Jack Tindale and Tre-
vor Bawden sailing ‘Thriller’ the bright 

pink Nacra Carbon F20 followed by Will 
Sunnucks and Oli Egan on their Vampire 
M20.

Andy Bedford and Eric Noyeau took 
the triphy for the fi rst Hurricane over 

the line beating Stingray by seconds in a 
tacking dual to the fi nish.  

 Next ECPR 

15 July 2012
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2010 Leaderboard
Name Datchet Rutland Slog Nationals

Thorpe 
Bay

ECPR Stone Canvey Regfest Graff-
ham

Patrick Woodhams
Ballyhome

18

Richie Hanmore
Stone

- 1 - 4 - 1 1 -

S Curle - - - 27 - - - -

S Mansell - 9 - - - - - -

Struan Wallace
Thorpe Bay

- 4 - 21 - 12 4 6

Mark Wood - - - - - - 6 -

Greg Reed
Datchet

- - 10 - - - - -

Nathan Jones 
Datchet

9 11 - - DNF - - 6 -

Frank Sandells - - - - - - - 8

Alex Burling - - - - - - - 9

Toby Gray - - - - - - - 1 -

Peter Bessey 4

Nick Moore 
Datchet

4 5 15 19 22 6 6

Paul Palmer 6

Pete Sherwin
Thorpe Bay

25 9

John Ready
Mersea

1

Andy Webb
Harwich

3

Adam 
Charlesworth
Stokes

7 20 2
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2010 Leaderboard
Name Datchet Rutland Slog Nationals

IOW
ECPR Stone Canvey Regfest Graff-

ham

Mark Mawditt
Canvey 

3 9 2 3

A Blower 24 3

Chris Hull
Thorpe Bay

16 7

Doug Smith 14

Dan Tindale 8

Geoff Tindale 
Stone

2 5 5

John Donovan 10

Kevin Bawden 7 2

Ken Porter 
Royal Yorkshire

6 15

Mike Arstall 17

Mark Thompson 
Stone

11 5

Nick Dorks
Stone 

13 4
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Name Datchet Rutland Slog Nationals
IOW

ECPR Stone Canvey Stokes Graffham

Richie Hanmore
Stone

- 1 - 1 - 1 2 -

S Curle - - - 27 - - - -

S Mansell - - - 26 - - - -

Struan Wallace
Thorope Bay

7 10 - 17 - 12 4 -

Mark Wood 6 - - 23 - 9 6 -

Greg Reed
Datchet

- - - 4 - - - -

David Bryan 
Datchet

5 - - - - - - -

Nathan Jones 
Datchet

9 11 - - DNF - - -

Andrew Bedford
Datchet 

10 11 - - - - - -

Paul Shaw 
Rutland

- 11 - - - - - -

James Martin 
Rutland

- 11 - - - - - -

Alistair Torkington    25     

Ian Molyneaux 
Datchet

   22    4

Nick Dorks 
Stone

   14     

Graeme Staddon 
Datchet

   13    1

Tim Powell    11     

Richard Swanston 
Ballyhome

   3     

Adam Charles-
worth
Stokes

8 8 12 11 3

Mark Mawditt
Canvey 

3 24 7 3

Doug Smith 10

2011 Leaderboard
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2011 Leaderboard
Name Datchet Rutland Slog Nationals

IOW
ECPR Stone Canvey Stokes Graffham

Geoff Tindale 
Stone

6 8 3

John Donovan 20

Kevin Bawden 4 7

Trevor Bawden 
Stone

19 10 1

Ken Porter 
Royal Yorkshire

11

Mike Arstall 21

Mark Thompson 
Stone

1 2 6 5

Nick Dorks
Stone 

14 13

Neil Connolly 
Stone

3 3 2

Lee Morgan 
Stone

6 16 4

Nick Moore 
Datchet

4 9 10 18 8

Graham Crawley 
Stone

6

John Tuckwell 
Bala

8 5 2

Paul Palmer 9

Pete Sherwin
Thorpe Bay

27 14

Anthony Blower
Thorpe Bay

4

Jim Bowie
Thorpe Bay

5

Alex Burling
IYC

7
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What’s your greatest achievement ?  
Pooing in Nick Dorks’s salopets on a ski-
ing trip in 1984, and him 
laughing along with the 
joke not realising they 
were his!

The most embarrass-
ing thing you have ever 
done ? Pooing in Nick 
Dorks’s salopets on a 
skiing trip in 1984, and 
him laughing along with 
the joke not realising 
they were his!

What do you look for in a 
crew ?  A pulse

How competitive are you really ? I never 
used to let my children win at anything,  
and would cheat if it looked like I would 
lose.

What is the funniest thing you have done 
?  Pooing in Nick Dorks’s salopets on 
a skiing trip in 1984, and him laughing 
along with the joke not realising they 
were his!

Name the top 3 things about Stone  Sail-
ing Club?  The showers, it has 2 bars 
and the comraderie

What is your game plan for winning the 
Nationals this year (2011)? ( a) Shoot 
Richy Hanmore    (b) Stay off the Stella 

What’s your favourite website ?
 Hurricane 5.9.com ... no sorry 
www.p****ing midgets.com

Neil Connolly
Sailor Profi le
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What is your greatest achievement ?  
Getting over my bed wetting problems.

What is your guilty pleasure ? 
Wetting the bed.

Worst habit on the boat ? 
Calling starboard when I am really on 
port.

What does sailing mean to you?  Being 
able to spend quality man time with Con-
ners.

What do you want to be when you grow 
up ? Taller.

The best place to sail ? 
Anywhere in beautiful, scenic Essex.

Who do you tip to win the Nationals ?
Me and Nobby.

What is the worst thing you have done to 
your crew ? 
I'd rather not discuss that. Anyway, Nobby 
is completely over it now and it was never 
actually proved in a court of law.
The best open meeting you have been to 
and why ? 

This one, because I am still in with a 
chance of winning it. (Nationals prior to 
start).

 

Nick Dorks 
Sailor Profi le
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What is your greatest achievement ? 

Finding someone brave enough to marry 
me, and share the joys of children.  My 
greatest sailing achievements have been 
while cruising a 14 ft Wanderer dinghy 
around the East Coast. After crossing the 
bar of the River Ore in an onshore F5, 
crewing for Greg will always be relaxing.
 
What is your guilty pleasure ?

A slightly tatty Corsair F24 trimaran.

Worst habit on the boat ?

Being unable to count laps. Or tacking 
like an oaf.
 
Who do you tip to win the Nationals ?

 No idea - it’s my fi rst Nationals. 

What does sailing mean to you ?

It cleanses the soul. It sets my inner 
competitor free. And it means forever 
learning - in the year I've been crewing 
for him (Greg Reed), I've learned more 
from Greg's running commentary than 
I learned in my previous 25 years as a 
racing helm.
 
What do you want to be when you grow 
up ? 

Someone brave enough to keep my eyes 
open when Greg crosses Datchet's sav-

age fl eet of Flying Fifteens on a port fl yer.
 
 The best place to sail ? 

The River Deben at sunset.
 
What is the greatest sporting moment in 
your opinion ? 

Ben Ainslie vs Robert Scheidt, fi nal Laser 
race. Sydney Olympics. 
 
The worst thing you have ever done to 
your crew/helm ?

Helm? Costing Greg the club champion-
ship by miscounting laps in two races.  

Crew? It involved a very bouncy Wander-
er, a vital bodily function, and an under-
sized bailer.  Enough said. 

Tom Loosemore
Sailor Profi le
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Mark Mawditt - Hurricane 436

What are you most proud of ? 

My family, and all that I have achieved 
even though I was not the best at 
school and the improvements in my 
sailing over the years. 

The most embarrassing thing you have 
ever done. 

Too many to count, but when we fi rst 
got the Hurricane we went to Rutland 
for a fi rst ever open meeting, the wind 
started to pick up from a nice two to a 
force 5, so while waiting for the start 
we could not get the boat to stop so 
all we could do was keep on sailing up 
and down until the one minute went, on 
the plus side we never capsized even 
though many did. 

Crashed my car while changing a cas-
sette in the radio. 
Stripped naked and ran through Folk-
stone high street. Plus untold while 
drunk in Blackpool and Spain
 

What is your favourite race to compete 
in and why ?  

Any Nationals, because you get to see 
how much you have improved, when 
I fi rst started I always came near the 
back so when we got a 9th at Thorpe 
bay last year we were over the moon. 
Other races, anything that is over force 
5 and we are having a blast downwind 
and when fi nished, a Club with good 
showers and bar. 

What makes you laugh ? 

My father law,  sailing, don't put that he 
kill me.

Name 3 things you want to do before 
you die ? 

Texel, Travel around in my Motorhome 
with no worries and actually win a TT 
race, ever the bridesmaid, even at my 
own club. 
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Mark Mawditt - Hurricane 436

Who should manage England ? 

Anybody apart from a politician, in real-
ity somebody who has the balls to put 
things forward and not worry if they are 
going to upset some minority group. 

Your most disappointing sailing experi-
ence ?  

Can never get to grips with sailing out 
or on the river Blackwater, also in our 
local long distance race lying 1st and 
then getting pipped on the line two 
years on the trot, ever the bridesmaid. 

Who do you think will win the Nationals 
this year ?  

Richard (Handjob) Hanmore, deserves 
it, as he is always quick, Outside bet 
Mark (Blow Me) Thompson. 

What do you want to do when you 
retire? 

I have 20 years yet, so never thought 
about it, but mainly enjoy watching 
Myles grow up including the new baby 
which will be born in January, plus tick 
off the things I have never done, which 
is to do a banger race. 
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What is your greatest achievement?  
In sport I have several, getting to the 
quarter fi nals at Henley Royal Regatta, 
twice, I took about 8 years out from sail-
ing in my twenties rowing for Thames 
Rowing Club in Putney.

5th at the student sailing Nationals in 
1989, represented  University of Wales at 
BUSA twice.

During the winter I play Hockey for Spen-
cer Hockey Club in Wandsworth, this past 
winter season my team won our league 
undefeated , we also won a league cup 
fi nal in 2002 against Hampstead and 
Westminster.

I love cycling, I used to race BMX as 
a teenager – best race  5th at British 
Championships in 1986, and making the 
fi nal at the Pre Worlds that year. BMX is 
understated, make time and watch it on 
the Olympics it is really exciting stuff.

Mountain biking the South downs Way, 
I have done this a few times now, with a 
another assault planned for the 1st week-
end in October this year. 100 miles in 2 
days off road, I always feel super human 
the week after.

I still ride with my best friends from uni-
versity, we are all 40+ now but we still act 
like kids when we are together. 

In sailing, I think my greatest achieve-
ment was in the very fi rst year of Hur-
ricanes back in 1987, Reg White,  Rob 
White , Robin and a few others took 8 
new Hurricanes to Munich to a Tornado 
Europa Cup event, my dad had just 
bought  a Hurricane so we were invited 
along to race, I helmed , dad crewed.  

Rob White had just come back from 
fi nishing 4th at Seoul Olympics, I man-

aged to beat him one of the races.  

As we know one race does not 
make a series but it was a moment of 
realisation that I could compete at the 
highest level, if I practised enough.

In life, my best achievement was to marry

Greg Reed
Sailor Profi le 
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my wife Sophia, with whom we have 2 
fantastic boys Alastair and Edward, aged 
8 and 5. Alastair has just started sail ing 
this summer. He also talks on the boat all 
the time, but this time he is re-enacting 
Pirates of the Caribbean.

What is your guilty pleasure ?  chocolate 
and cake, I have a very sweet tooth, I 
would be pounds lighter if I had any will 
power.
Worst habit on the boat ?  
Talking all of the time, and giving a run-
ning commentary to the/my crew, it was 
always the thing any rowing crews com-
plained about when I was in a boat. The 
classic was “oh,  a Great Crested Grebe” 
one time on the Thames.

What does sailing mean to you ?  Ad-
venture, excitement and freedom, I love 
racing and competition, sailing for no 
purpose just cruising doesn’t work for me.

What do you want to be when you grow 
up ? I never want to grow up, I love the 
idea that I can still play games and sport 
with my boys. 

The best place to sail ?  Several favour-
ites, Abersoch, Whit Sundays Islands 
-Great Barrier Reef, anywhere on the 
Solent, off Clearwater/Tampa in the Gulf 
of Mexico, the bay that is used at Men-
orca Sailing, always windy , fl at water and 
the sea is warm, of course I have to say 
Datchet, because!!!

Who do you tip to win the Nationals.? I 
would go with one of the Stone guys, If it 
is Light wind I think Richie, if big waves 
and strong winds I think Neil AGAIN,  I 
would like to see Mark Thompson get a 
top 3 fi nish.

What is the greatest sporting moment 
in your opinion ? Hard question. Rugby 
World Cup Final, England vs Australia , 

Johnny winning the game with that drop 
kick, after missing 2 previous attempts.

My sporting hero Greg Searle winning 
at Banyoles , Barcalona in 1992, with 
Johnny in the Coxed pair, out sprinting 
the leader to win Gold, I know that hurts a 
lot, from personal experience!

The worst thing you have ever done to 
your crew/helm ?  Nothing to Tom – yet! 
As we have only been sailing together for 
a year. Maybe dropping my old crew Mark 
for Tom.

But making my Dad sail with the mother 
of all hangovers in a new years day pink 
elephant race, when I was 19. 

It was very windy, force 5 he crewed, we 
were on our Tornado, by lap 2 of 4 all he 
could do was hold on to the shroud, and 
was spent. But I bullied him to keep  tra-
pezing and focus on working the jib. We 
went on to win that race on handicap.
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Gordon Died. So Susan went to the local paper to put a notice in the obitu-
aries. 

The gentleman at the counter, after offering his condolences, asked Susan 
what she would like to say about Gordon. 

Susan replied, “You just put, ‘Gordon died.’” 

The gentleman, somewhat perplexed, said, “That’s it? Just ‘Gordon died?’   
Surely, there must be something more you’d like to say about Gordon. If it’s 
money you’re concerned about, the fi rst fi ve words are free. We really should 
say something more.” 

So Susan pondered for a few minutes and fi nally said, “O.K., then. You put 
‘Gordon died. Sailboat for sale.’ 
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Bad Day On The Water...

Set in 2009 in Muscat where i was just 
learning to sail Hobie 16s........

.....racing at the Petroleum Development 
Company of Oman club (PDO) was held 
on a Friday (equivalent of a Sunday) 
and i had arranged to bring along a 
girl I vaguely knew after some alcohol 
fuelled chat a few weeks before mostly 
concerning my extreme bravery / skill at 
the helm of a Cat.  

However, the night before the big race I 
got accidently caught up in an attempt to 
drink every last drop of available Beer, 
Wine and Spirits in the Sultanate - I had 
perhaps 2 hrs sleep and managed to 
arrive at the boatyard at 9am to fi nd it 
already nearly 40 degrees.  

After hauling and rigging the boat myself 
(trying to be as much of a gentleman as 
possible) i had to go and lie down for 5 
minutes to recover, avoid fainting and 
stop myself from being sick in front of 
the large audience that had gathered.
 
I woke up 30mins later to the tannoy 
asking if anyone had 'seen me' having 
missed the fi rst start, and my crew ask-
ing race control where I was.  

So, with everyone else already in the 
fi rst race, we fi nally managed to get 
afl oat and head out.  

After perhaps 50m I started to notice 
that the bows appeared to be at an 
odd angle and in a commanding voice 
I explained to my novice crew how she 

needed to move her weight forward so 
the Cat 'picks up her heels'.  

After she shuffl ed along to the mast I 
noticed that in fact the stern was still low 
in the water and getting rapidly lower to 
the point where the rear beam was now 
underwater!  

My hangover cleared instantly as I real-
ised that I had forgotten the bungs and 
we were sinking fast in about 50ft of wa-
ter......at this point my crew announced 
that she can’t swim....
 
Nathan Jones - Datchet
Comely Maiden 
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The fi rst comment as we came ashore 
was “ I never want to be Tally No 13 
ever again!” and that was from me the 
crew. I’m not particularly superstitious, 
my parents got married on Oct 13th X 
years ago and divorced X years later so 
there’s nothing wrong with the number 
13. It is just a state of mind! 

Anyway going back to the story of the 
Fast Cat Race just step back in time to 
a balmy Saturday morning, it’s warm 
and a bit sunny there is a breeze and 
we, Mike and I, are about to take Er-
Bitz alias Hurricane 5.9 Sail No 365, 
Tally No 13 off on the Fast Cat Race. 
We’re rigged and waiting to go, a bit of 
a queue on the ramp but eventually we 
get afl oat.

It looks as if they are waiting for us as 
there’s a postpone fl ag up, we arrive, it 
comes down, we do the swan up, swan 
down line bit and start with the (home-
made) kite up. Off we go me on the 
wire at times, Bembridge Gate here we 
come!

Memory says that this was a pleasant 
sail to Bembridge watching the top end 
of the fl eet disappear and the back end 
of the fl eet fade away behind. The wind 
started to die at Bembridge and we 
had to do all sorts of silly tacks to make 
the gate but we drifted through with 
encouraging sounds from rescue, who 
just so happened to be from our home 

club – Datchet.  We then fell into a hole, 
painful. 

This hole did not last as we then got our 
own weird bit of wind, which, eventually 
joined up with the wind ahead allow-
ing us to start to beat towards Ventnor. 
Slight confusion at this point as we 
spotted at the other end of Sandown 
Bay a duplicate Mellow Yellow which 
we promptly set sail for!! I wonder how 
many other boats mistook this boat for 
the committee boat !! We rounded it only 
to fi nd it was a fi shing party at anchor. 
Whoops not Ventnor!!  Off we go again.

We close hugged the shore as it was 
fl atter water and consequentially ended 
up going through the Ventnor gate. By 
this time the wind was steadily building 
and life was starting to get more inter-
esting. We stayed inshore after Ventnor 
and managed to miss some of the 
worst of the over falls at St Cats. Once 
through it was a port tack all the way up 
to the needles without any chance to 
munch, as both of us were needed on 
the wire.

We shoot through the needles, looking 
at a dis-masted cat, I want to pop the 
kite, helm says no!! Wonder why ….  
there are a few boats over but we battle 
on feeling more at home now we are 
inside the Island  …. Just past Lyming-
ton we try to gybe,  the boat goes down,  
down, down we pitch pole! 

Bad Day on the Water 
Unlucky Tally No. 13

By Mike and Vicky Coulson
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We are hitting bottom with the mast, 
somehow we unstuck the boat and right 
her seaweed clinging to shrouds. Bad 
news we have lost my spare hat, water 
and food. I lost a hat at the same point 
last year … thoughts of hat gremlin 
thieves…

Anyway to continue the story we 
capsized again a bit further down the 
course, not a problem came back up 
and dropped the main so that we could 
have a rest … 15 minutes of peace and 
quiet. Except for the fact that, under jib 
alone, we are doing 9.56 knots against 
the tide. 

This might have been due to the big 
black cloud hovering overhead and the 
rain that was thundering down, bit of a 
white out going on.

Problem – crew is getting bored so 
up goes the main and we plough on 
towards to Calshot .. plough being the 
right word as we were both getting very 
tired by now, having been on the water 
for at least 5 hours.

We start to thread our way into the ap-
proaches for Southampton, bearing in 
mind we want to make sure we stay the 
right side of Calshot Spit bouy. No, not 
that one, must be the next, we gybe, 
over she goes, again, I’m clinging to the 
top hull looking at this huge gust and 
understanding why we are vertically 
challenged, result we end up horizontal. 
Lovely fl at platform to walk on, oh look 
the stitching has gone on the pocket that 
is why the tied on bits are this side of the 
tramp!!

We have a very kind motor launch come 
and stand by us, so we carry on  with 
righting the boat, up we come, give a 
thumbs up OK to the launch which takes 

off  FAST. We look round “ expletive 
deleted” QE2 coming our way and a 
harbour launch telling us to clear the 
channel!! 

AAAAH! Mike wants to take short route 
out of shipping channel, problem it’s 
across the bows of the QE2 .. I’m shout-
ing to go the other way we won’t make 
it!! Wisdom wins ( crews are always 
right) we head towards Cowes / Ryde.  
Phew out of danger!!  QE2 clears our 
transit and we turn and head for Cal-
shot, we manage the fi nish and come 
round the corner to the slip feeling totally 
shot to pieces. It’s a case of dump the 
boat, shower and hit the bar.

We felt awful when we came ashore 7 
½ hours on the water, most of it pretty 
taxing/ It was only when we heard lots of 
other stories that we started to think ac-
tually – we fi nished – we got round – we 
went through all the gates – we fi nished.  
RESULT.

Just for the record .. some boats did not 
make the gate at Bembridge in time, 
some boats missed the gate at Ventnor, 
some boats lost their masts / damaged 
gear, some boats missed the Calshot 
rounding.

It was a real challenge for us all.

We did it, We made it, we feel we have 
lived up to the challenge!!

We are now  “Wight Rounders & QE2 
stoppers”.

By Mike and Vicky Coulson
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Several  bad days at the offi ce!

Not going to revisit the counting laps 
story, as the way I tell it we sailed really 
well and had a good weekend, just that 
we fi nished 2nd overall.

In the early days of learning to sail cats 
at Datchet 87-90 , the racing Buoys 
used to be made of polystyrene foam.

One windy Sunday, racing downwind to 
the leeward mark trying to untangle the 
mainsheet I drove the windward bow 
into the bouy up to the brindle.

We had to feather up wind and push 
/ reverse ourselves off the buoy while 
many other boats were trying to round 
the bouy and us. A very public display of 
not looking where you are going!

Several times over the 20 years of 
sailing hurricanes I have thought I have 
clipped on to the wire and launched my-
self off the boat, only to have that falling 
feeling a little too late as you go beyond 
the normal trapezing position and start 
to hit the water with mainsheet and tiller 
still in hand. The fl eeting thought of do I 
let go and HOPE the crew can get me or 
hold and hope the tiller does not break 
(£££).

My fi rst pitchpole when I was 17, sailing 
on a Tornado with my dad. At Datchet a 
very windy day, downwind the bow went 
in and never popped up as we had been 
told it would do!.

I was trapezing on the rear beam. I fl y 
from the back of the boat into the middle 
of the jib, bouncing off the shroud. I se-
verely bruised 3 ribs had a large purple 
bruise for about 3 weeks . We broke 
most of the battens in the main. So it 
hurt us in every way.

I did the Grafam open a few times in 
the early 90s including the very famous 
windy one that pitchpoled William Sun-
nucks.

On the Sunday morning I launched 
got about 30 meters off the beach and 
fl ipped the boat. I hadn't even had time 
to get the rudders down!

We had a big crowd on the shore watch-
ing and cat calling. Not big and not 
clever!

My only saving grace is that I have 
never T boned another cat, or been hit 
by one, that would make a full suite of 
bad days.

Greg Reed Bad Day(s) on the Water
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Sailor in a bar joke 

A traveling salesman broke down on 
the bad side of town one evening 
after a long day of door-to-door sales. 
After calling AAA from a payphone, he 
decided to wait in for the tow truck in a 
nearby bar. 

He sat down on a bar stool in the 
corner of the bar to quietly nurse his 
beer. Trying to mind his own business, 
he was shocked to look across the bar 
to fi nd a very large, muscular sailor do-
ing shots. While the sailor's chest and 
arms were huge, the salesman was 
shocked to notice that his head was 
about as big as a grapefruit. Needless 
to say, he couldn't help but stare. 

Soon the sailor stood up from his stool 
and swaggered over to the salesman, 
who was shaking in his loafers. When 
he reached him, the sailor said, "I see 
you staring at my head over here." 

"N-no," the salesman responds, "I 
wasn't, really, I .." 

"That's okay," the sailor said and sits 
down next to him. "I want to tell you 
my story. I was out at sea last year and 
there was a terrible storm. My ship was 
sunk, and everyone drowned but me. I 
struggled to stay afl oat and managed 
to swim to the shore of a deserted 
island. I stayed there all alone for six 
months, eating coconuts and crabs. 

One morning I was woken up by 
screams coming from the lagoon. Run-
ning down there, I discovered a woman 
struggling in the thick seaweed. I ran 
down to the water, ripped the seaweed 
from her naked body, and pulled her 
up to the beach. She was a mermaid! 

I stood gawking at her for a while, and 
then she thanked me, offering to grant 
me three wishes. 

My fi rst wish was to be back home 
before the end of the day. She said, 
'Okay.' My second wish was to have a 
billion dollars so I would never have to 
go to sea again. She said, 'Okay.' Then 
I scratched my head and tried to think 
of something else. I said, 'Well, since 
I don't really need anything else, how 
about we have some sex?' She smiled 
and wagged her fi sh tail at me. 'Silly,' 
she said, 'look at me. I can't have sex 
with you.' I laughed and said, 'Oh okay, 
then how about a little head?'" 
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MEMBERSHIP
What you get for your buck

10%  Discount with TowerGate Mardon

 Discount with Typhoon  

10 Committee Members

7 Trophies

5 TT’s

1 Membership card

1 Boat / Car Sticker

1 Wildthing Newsletter

Lots of Prizes

Coaching and Training

Free Beer at Nationals

Free Forum

Free Website

The benefi ts of being a  
member of the Hurri-
cane Class are numer-
ous from discounts on 
your boat insurance, 
and also with our new 
sponsor Typhoon. 

Prizes from our spon-
sors at open events, tro-
phies, coaching and the 
occasional free beer .
A voluntary and dedi-
cated  committee.

The Hurricanes greatest 
asset are  the boat and 
it’s  members: friendly, 
helpful competitive  but 
always willing to help 
and advise newcomers 
to the fl eet.
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Committee Members
It is with regret that Struan Wallace has resigned from the Committee as Treasurer.  
We would like to thank Struan who has worked really hard keeping the Class fi nan-
cially afl oat and of course Struan was instrumental in organising the 2010 Nationals 
at Thorpe Bay and the Chris Hull Memorial earlier this year.

As a result Adam Charlesworth with a fi nancial background volunteered to take over 
as Treasurer.  With the Dinghy Show coming up he is going to be busy!

So we needed a fi xtures man and were very lucky that Andy Bedford from Datchet 
accepted our invitation to join the Committee.  Andy has already been very busy 
fi rming up dates for the Nationals, TT’s and looking into  the Europeans next year 
again he will be very busy indeed.

So your Committee Members line up is:-

Chairman Nick Moore  chairman59@hurricane59.com

Treasurer Adam Charlesworth    treasurer59@hurricane59.com

Fixtures Andy Bedford  fi xtures59@hurricane59.com

Boat Builder Andy Webb  info@awsailboats.co.uk

Coaching John Ready  promotions59@hurricane59.com

PR/Marketing Kylie Jenkins  kylievjenkins@gmail.com 

Rules/Tech Geoff Tindale/  technical59@hurricane59.com

Boat Builder Andy Webb  info@awsailboats.co.uk

Membership Mark Mawditt  membership59@hurricane59.com

Secretary Maxine Oliver  secretary59@hurricane59.com
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  Hurricane 5.9

Find us on Facebook and be our friendFind us on Facebook and be our friend

https://twitter.com/#!/hurricane59sx 
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389 SX rig with
original spec

 mainsail

White hulls with blue/raspberry tapered waterlines 

Road trailer

Big wheeled launching trolley

Stern supports

Full cover 

Full refurbishment

AW Sailboats
07941 940 459

info@awsailboats.co.uk

£3,850
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Sail No 413 SX £3,000

Excellent racing condition 
White converted pin top mainsail  excellent condition 

Reasonable multicoloured pin head for club racing 
1 x New Jib (championships) 

1 x good heavy weather / club jib 
1 x Blue kite 

New Rigging 2010 
Trolley 

Stern supports 
Road Trailer 
Full cover 

Championship winner 2010 / 2011 / 3rd British Nationals 
Boat in Ballyholme Yacht Club  N.Ireland 

CONTACT  Swannie: 00447878643426 
EMAIL         r.swannie59@gmail.com 
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